Subclinical thyroid disorders--consequences and implications for treatment.
Subclinical hyperthyroidism is characterized by low circulating TSH concentrations, together with normal concentrations of free T4 and free T3. The clinical significance of low but detectable TSH values is likely to be different from undetectable TSH values. The question remains as to whether endogenous and exogenous (iatrogenic) causes of low serum TSH have the same clinical significance. Subclinical hypothyroidism is characterized by high serum TSH concentrations, together with normal free T4 values.